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Transfer of Rehabilitation Research and 
Development Results into Clinical Practice 

by Margaret Giannini, M.D.! 

The Veterans Administration, Rehabilitation Research 
and Development Service (Rehab R&D) funds approxi­
mately 100 projects a year aimed at developing new meth­
ods or improving existing techniques for assisting dis­
abled veterans. The program was created by a Congres­
sional mandate, U.S.C. 38, Sec. 4101, (c)(1) and (2), which 
directs that the VA "carry out a program of medical re­
search including prosthetics research. Prosthetics re­
search should include research and testing in the field of 
prosthetic, orthotic and/or orthopedic appliances and 
sensory devices." 

A review of Rehab R&D scientific and engineering 
accomplishments provides insight into the VA/Rehab 
R&D technology-transfer programs. Some of the recent 
and ongoing research conducted under this sponsorship 
includes: maxillofacial restorations—to include use of 
biomaterials and their clinical applications; development 
and evaluation of robotic aids for the severely disabled; 

iºeat cushions for the paralyzed to prevent decubitus ul­
cers; functional electrical stimulation (FES) systems for 
upper extremity control; physiological effects of FES on 
paralyzed muscles; walking restored in a paralyzed man 
using FES; a motion-guiding load-bearing external frame 
for the knee; possible myoelectric controlled above-knee 
prosthesis; oprimum prosthetic foot characteristics for the 
dysvascular below-knee amputee. 

In addition to sponsoring such research in the past. 
Rehab R&D has established a program concerned with 
the transfer of research into clinical practice. This program 
consists of the following six parts: 

1. Establishing clinically relevant research priorities. 
2. Insuring that the significant research encompasses 

clinically relevant factors. 
3. Dissemination of research findings to the scientific 

community. 

*For more than thirty years. Dr. Margaret Giannini has 
been a pioneer in creating programs for the diagnosis, 
treatment, education, rights and affairs of the mentally 
retarded, developmentally disabled and the handi­
capped. 

In 1950, Dr. Giannini founded and directed the Mental 
Retardation Institute at New York College. In 1980, she 
accepted a Presidential appointment as the first Director 
of the National Institute of Handicapped Research, a 
branch of the U.S. Department of Education. In April, 
1981, Dr. Giannini took over the position of Director for 
the VA Rehabilitation Research and Development Ser­
vice (Rehab R&D). 

In addition to these positions. Dr. Giannini is past-
president of the American Association on Mental Defi­
ciency and past-president of the American Association of 
University Affiliate Progams, two of the most influential 
organizations concerned with the mentally and physically 
handicapped. 

Dr. Giannini is the recipient of many awards from 
varying organizations in recognition of her professional 
and humanitarian services and achievements. She also 
has authored and co-authored numerous publications; 
presented many lectures, papers, keynote addresses; and 
participated in panel discussions and workshops 
throughout the world. 

A native of New York, Dr. Giannini is married to Louis 
J. Salerno, M.D. and has raised four sons. Dr. Giannini is 
scheduled to speak at the Academy Annual Meeting in 
Orlando on January 26, 1984. 


