
Clinical 
Prosthetics 

& Orthotics 
Vol 7, No . 3 1983 S u m m e r ( Issued Quar ter ly ) 

The Canons of Ethics and Professionalism 
James 

Every soc ie ty mus t have a set o f rules or laws b y 
wh ich it governs itself. W i thou t laws, soc ie ty does 
not exist . T h e Amer i can Board for Cert i f icat ion in 
Or thot ics and Prosthet ics , Inc. is a soc ie ty o f sorts. It 
has a govern ing body , it has several di f ferent de­
par tments (commi t tees) , w i th depar tment heads 
(commi t tee cha i rmen) , and it has c i t izens (cert i fees). 
It has laws b y wh ich i t governs. It also has a depart­
men t o f jus t i ce in the form of the character and fit­
ness commi t tee . T h e one th ing that our soc ie ty does 
not have is a pol ice depar tment . 

If there is no pol ice depar tment , h o w effect ive can 
our soc ie ty b e ? T h e answer to that ques t ion is at the 
very heart o f the wo rd profess ional ism. There are 
several d ic t ionary def in i t ions o f pro fess ional ism. 
However , I have a very st rong inner feel ing that 
pro fess iona l ism is no t def ined b y words a lone. I b e ­
l ieve that pro fess iona l ism in our soc ie ty is a com­
m i tmen t to do the very bes t j o b that you are capable 
of do ing on each and every case . Th i s is no t to say 
that you have to l ive up to any ind iv idua l s tandard, 
bu t you mus t l ive up to the s tandards of pract ice in 
your commun i t y . If you ' re capable o f do ing bet ter , 
then you shou ld c o m m i t yoursel f to that level o f ex­
cel lence to w h i c h you ' re capable . I also be l ieve that 
pro fess iona l ism invo lves a commi t tmen t to your 
commun i ty : be ing an act ive par t ic ipant in c o m m u n ­
ity affairs, be i ng cogn izan t o f the needs o f the un­
derpr iv i leged o f your commun i ty , and do ing your 
fair share to al leviate their suffer ing. 

Profess iona l ism demands that a pract i t ioner keep 
current o f the knowledge of h i s profess ion b y con-
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t inued read ing o f technical manuscr ip ts and at ten­
dance at seminars . 

Profess ional ism is wan t ing to he lp in the day-to­
day act iv i t ies of the soc ie ty b y commi t tee m e m b e r ­
sh ip , b y he lp ing in the examina t ion procedure, and 
by do ing si te evaluat ions. 

All o f these are ways in wh i ch I be l ieve w e can 
def ine pro fess iona l ism in an ideal is t ic way . T h e Ca­
nons o f Eth ics of the Amer ican Board o f Cert i f icat ion 
does not really a t tempt to set s tandards o f profes­
s iona l ism bu t it does set standards o f conduct that, i f 
b reached, can lead to pun i t ive act ion be i ng taken. 

Each and every cert i fee has rece ived at least one 
copy of the Canons and if w e all try to l ive up to the 
standards set forth in them, our pat ients wi l l rece ive 
a bet ter qual i ty of care. 

These standards are di rected to the w a y in wh i ch 
w e conduct ourselves in the day- to-day managemen t 
o f our pat ients as wel l as the m a n n e r in wh i ch w e 
conduct our bus inesses and ourselves in general . 

Rather than be ing ideal is t ic , these standards are 
real. They were a lways mean t to b e the absolute 
m i n i m u m that our profess ion expects from us. A n y ­
one w h o cannot l ive up to these standards shou ld not 
receive the respect and recogn i t ion o f h i s peers or the 
commun i t y . 
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S ince i ts incep t ion in 1947, the Amer i can Board for 
Cert i f icat ion in Or tho t ics and Prosthet ics , Inc . has 
deve loped, perpetuated, and enforced a relat ively 
straightforward and uncomplex set o f rules for con­
duct in the profess ion o f or thot ics and prosthet ics . 
Speci f ical ly , these rules are k n o w n as the Canons o f 
Eth ica l Conduc t and come under the ju r isd ic t ion of 
the Character and F i tness Commi t tee , a pe rmanen t 
commi t tee o f the Board of Directors o f A B C . 

T h e impac t of the Canons has b e e n progress ive ly 
larger as t ime has passed. In part icular, as cert i f ica­
t ion in the f ield o f or thot ics and prosthet ics has b e ­
come more and more impor tant , the loss o f suspen­
s ion from such cert i f icat ion due to v io la t ions o f the 
Canons o f Ethical Conduc t has b e c o m e much more 
important . 

O f course, canons o f ethical conduct are no th ing 
new. T h e y have been around for hundreds o f years. 


