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Adequate visualization of the stump-socket interface by X-Ray
and observation of the femur on the amputated side as compared
with the sound side has proven walusble in achieving optimal

fit and slignment for the above-knee amputes.

Fitzsimens Army Medical Center is using X-Rays taken under
weight-bearing conditions to svaluate the support of the stump

and mediolateral alignment of the above-knee prosthssis, .

This is the ezppsarance of a properly sligned and well supported

stump as viewed on X-Ray under weight-bearing conditions.

Prior to X-Ray, a small wire is taped inside the socket along
the medial and latseral walls to help visualize the stump-socket
interface on the X-Ray. A second wire is taped across the
posterior brim to show the relationship of the ischial tuberosif;

to thea socket seat.

An anterior-posterior projection is tsken utilizing a 1l ineh by
36 inch X-Ray cassette with & to 1 grid ratio. The amputee
stands with egual weight-bearing on both feet with the heels

2 inches apart. Pelvic rotation must be prevented.

The X-Ray is taken at a 72 inch tube film distsnce with the
Central Fay focused at ths level of the posterior seat of the
prosthesis., These radiographic exsmirations have been of

considerable velue in evaluating the following seven (7) points.
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